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Nachod with its main body, Wysokow with its advance
guard.

Conforming himself to the intentions of the high
command, the army corps commander prescribed the
advance guard to push on its outposts, during the
evening of the 26th, as far as the Mettau, which forms
the frontier. He had heard that an enemy army corps
had arrived at Opocno and was spreading north of
that town; that enemy columns were also assembling
near Skalitz; that the Nachod pass was weakly
held.

In consequence of these dispositions, the advance
guard commander, General von Loewenfeld, arrived on
the Mettau in the evening of the 26th, with the head
of the advance guard; he found the bridges cut, the
customs house and its approaches weakly held by
some Austrian detachments; he easily got the better of
the latter.

He then decided to extend his reconnaissance, to
march on Nachod with his first troops and to occupy
with his outposts the heights commanding that place
west of the Mettau.

Meanwhile, the destroyed bridges on the Mettau at
Schlaney had been repaired and enabled the headx of
the Prussian advance guard to cross the river.

The Austrians had Occupied Nachod with a weak
detachment: a half-company of infantry, two squadrons
of cuirassiers, and two guns. This detachment withdrew
without offering any serious resistance, but it informed
by telegraph General Benedeck, at Josephstadt, at
8.30 of what was happening.

A short time after, the head of the Prussian advance
guard had occupied:

Nachod, with its two Jager battalions which estab-
lished outposts far ahead on the road to Skalitz;

The heights north and south of the road (in a line
with Nachod) with both half-battalions of the 3rd and
37th, each guarding itself by a few posts;

The remainder of the head of the advance guard
(2nd and 37th and both squadrons) was bivouacking
somewhat in the rear on the road;

1 Two companies of the 5th J&ger battalion; two battalions (2nd,
3rd) of the 37th; two squadrons of the 4th Dragoons; one battery of
four*
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